
	 STONE, SILICA & WORKTOP FABRICATION
STN-03 

RPE and Face-Fit Testing 

The area where most firms fail an inspection 

Scope and limitations — read before use 
IMPORTANT — SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS. This document is a template and guidance product. It is a starting point, not a finished 
assessment. Every workplace is different, and only the employer knows their own site, vehicles, people and tasks. The legal duties under 
the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, the Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998, the Workplace (Health, Safety 
and Welfare) Regulations 1992 and all other relevant law remain with the employer at all times and cannot be transferred to PHW Services 
or to any document. You must read, adapt and complete this material for your own site, satisfy yourself that it is suitable and sufficient, and 
seek competent advice where you are unsure. PHW Services does not warrant that using this pack will prevent an accident, prevent 
enforcement action, or achieve compliance in any particular case. Nothing in this pack is approved or endorsed by the Health and Safety 
Executive. 
Contains public sector information published by the Health and Safety Executive and licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. 
This pack is not an HSE publication, is not approved or endorsed by HSE, and does not reproduce the HSE logo. Always refer to the 
current HSE guidance and legislation at hse.gov.uk, which may have changed since this pack was written. 

1. RPE is the last line, never the first 

If your control strategy is a mask, you do not have a control strategy. RPE is used to deal with the residual 
exposure after water, extraction and enclosure have done their work. An inspector who sees masks doing the 
heavy lifting will look very hard at everything else. 

2. Selecting the right RPE 

Select on the basis of your assessment and the manufacturer's data. Where in doubt take competent advice — over-
specifying is far cheaper than a silicosis claim. 

3. Face-fit testing — the non-negotiables 

• Every wearer of TIGHT-FITTING RPE must be face-fit tested, for the specific make, model and size they will 
wear. 

• Testing must be done by a competent tester, and the result recorded. 
• Re-test if the wearer's face changes significantly — notable weight change, dental work, facial surgery — and if 

the make or model changes. 
• FACIAL HAIR AT THE SEAL DEFEATS THE MASK. Stubble is enough. A worker who will not be clean shaven 

must be given a powered hood or visor that does not rely on a face seal. 
• Wearers must fit-check every single time they put the mask on. Train them to do it. 
• A mask that has never been fit tested provides unknown, possibly zero, protection, and an inspector will treat it as 

no protection at all. 

Situation Typical minimum Notes

General workshop with good wet controls FFP3 disposable or half mask with P3 
filters

Assigned protection factor 20

Higher exposure tasks, or where controls 
are less certain

Powered respirator with hood or visor, TH2 
or TH3

APF 20 to 40. No face seal needed, so 
beards are not a problem

Filter changes, LEV maintenance, cleaning 
slurry

At least the same as the highest task RPE Often forgotten — these are peak exposure 
moments

Installation on a customer's premises Same standard as the workshop Do not drop standards because you are in 
somebody's kitchen
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4. Face-fit test register 

5. RPE maintenance record (reusable masks and powered units) 

Disposable masks are single shift. Reusable RPE needs a documented cleaning, inspection and filter change regime, and 
powered units need airflow checks before each use. 

Name RPE make, 
model and size

Test date Tester Result P/F Retest due Clean shaven 
policy signed

Item / ID User Cleaned Filters changed Battery / airflow 
checked

Inspected by Next due

Assessed by Signature Date Review date
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