
	 ELECTRICITY ON SITE
ELEC-01 

Electricity on Site — Risk Assessment 

Site-specific. Complete, sign, review. Delete rows that do not apply. 

Assessor: ____________________  Site: ____________________  Date: __________  Review due: __________ 

Scope and limitations — read before use 

Hazard Who is harmed and how Controls required Further action Done

Plant or a load contacting an overhead 
power line

Operator and anyone touching the 
machine or load. Electrocution, severe 
burns, death

Assume every overhead line is live. 
Exclusion zones with barriers and 
goalposts. Reach plus 9 metres from 
wooden poles and reach plus 15 
metres from steel pylons unless the 
owner agrees otherwise in writing

Striking a buried cable Anyone digging. Arc flash, severe 
burns, death

Plans, cable avoidance tool and safe 
digging practice. Hand dig near marked 
services

Using 230V tools on site User. Electrocution, especially in wet 
conditions

110V centre tapped to earth as 
standard for site tools. Battery where 
possible. RCD protection

Damaged leads, plugs and tools User. Shock, fire Visual check before every use. Formal 
inspection at intervals justified by risk. 
Withdraw and label anything damaged

Working on equipment that has not 
been isolated

Worker. Electrocution Isolate, lock off, prove dead with an 
approved tester, prove the tester before 
and after

Wet conditions and standing water Anyone using electrical equipment. 
Greatly increased risk

Keep connections out of water. RCDs. 
Consider stopping work

Temporary supplies and trailing leads Everyone on site. Trips, damage, shock Routed overhead or protected. Never 
across access routes on the ground

Untrained person carrying out electrical 
work

That person and others. Death, fire Competent persons only. Nobody 'has 
a go'

Buried cable damaged but not reported Anyone later. Delayed fault, fire, 
electrocution

Report every strike and every 
suspected strike, however minor it 
looks

Assessor Reviewed by Date Review due
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	 ELECTRICITY ON SITE
IMPORTANT — SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS. This document is a template and guidance product. It is a starting point, not a finished assessment. Every workplace is different, and only the 
employer knows their own site, vehicles, people and tasks. The legal duties under the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, the Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 
1998, the Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992 and all other relevant law remain with the employer at all times and cannot be transferred to PHW Services or to any 
document. You must read, adapt and complete this material for your own site, satisfy yourself that it is suitable and sufficient, and seek competent advice where you are unsure. PHW 
Services does not warrant that using this pack will prevent an accident, prevent enforcement action, or achieve compliance in any particular case. Nothing in this pack is approved or 
endorsed by the Health and Safety Executive. 
Contains public sector information published by the Health and Safety Executive and licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. This pack is not an HSE publication, is not 
approved or endorsed by HSE, and does not reproduce the HSE logo. Always refer to the current HSE guidance and legislation at hse.gov.uk, which may have changed since this pack 
was written.
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